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Access 2007 
New Features and SharePoint Integration Capabilities 

No member of the traditional Microsoft Office suite of products has benefited more from 

new SharePoint integration capabilities than Access 2007.  New SharePoint integration 

abilities make an entirely new type of solution possible where Access 2007 serves as a 

desktop client for information and workflows stored on a SharePoint server.  These 

Access/SharePoint solutions will be easy to build, offer a wide range of desktop and 

browser functionality, and provide powerful off-line capabilities.  Deploying Access 

2007 as the front-end for SharePoint 2007 data will solve several fundamental problems 

that have limited the use of Access over the years.  Here are four key issues with the 

older versions of Access: 

1. Access data was distributed in many different, and often inappropriate, locations 

throughout the organization.  Access databases are found on laptops, desktop 

PCôs, and corporate file shares without any central control or governance. 

2. Access databases traditionally suffered from poor performance when used for 

multi-user applications.  It was a desktop product simply not designed for that 

purpose.  Large Access applications had to be re-written to use a back-end 

database like SQL Server. 

3. No web-based browser support.  There was no easy way to share Access 

information on the web with the older versions. 

4. Deployment was difficult.  If Access Databases needed to be deployed on many 

different PCôs, it was often a time consuming and sometimes manual process. 

 

Access 2007 SharePoint integration features that address these issues:  

¶ Link to SharePoint Lists with Immediate Row-Level Synchronization.  

Access 2003 could link to SharePoint lists as linked tables, but the connection 

suffered from poor performance and required that the user manually synchronize 

data.   Access 2007 has dramatically improved integration with better 

performance and automatic row-level synchronization.  SharePoint list items are 

updated immediately after an Access 2007 user updates a row in an Access table 

that is linked to a SharePoint list.  Better performance and automatic SharePoint 

list updates make possible a whole new class of hybrid SharePoint/Access 2007 

business process automation solutions. 

¶ Support for Workflow, Auditing , and Security.  SharePoint 2007 provides 

collaboration capabilities for SharePoint lists including workflow, change 

auditing, and item level security.  SharePoint security, auditing, and workflow 

still apply to lists that are linked as Access tables.  Developers or information 

workers have the ability to create solutions that benefit from the desktop features 

of Access 2007 and the server based features of MOSS 2007. 

¶ Move Entire Access Applications into SharePoint.  Access 2007 is capable of 

creating SharePoint lists and comes with an easy to use process to migrate a 

complete Access 2007 solution to a SharePoint site.  During this process, Access 

2007 tables are converted to SharePoint lists and the data is uploaded.   Access 

2007 then creates linked tables pointing to the newly created SharePoint lists.  

Existing Access 2007 Forms, Reports, and Queries are modified to use the linked 

tables. 
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¶ Most Effective Tool for  SharePoint Reporting.  SharePoint does not have a 

dedicated reporting module.  SharePoint relies on Microsoft Office products for 

reporting, printing, and analysis activities. While SharePoint data can be 

presented in all Office 2007 products, Access 2007 has the most robust reporting 

capabilities.  Access 2007 quickly and easily links to SharePoint lists. 

¶ Quickly Create Access 2007 Desktop Forms for SharePoint.  Access 2007ôs 

ability to link to and update SharePoint lists allow Access 2007 forms to work just 

like Access forms connected to regular tables.  Access 2007 has a user-friendly 

form development environment capable of creating feature-rich forms.   

Developers or information workers can create Access 2007 forms with complex 

validation rules, parent-child relationships, and business process logic. 

¶ Take SharePoint Lists Off-Line.   Access 2007 has the ability to take SharePoint 

lists off-line, but still allow Access 2007 users to read and update SharePoint data 

while disconnected from the network.  Access 2007 queues the updates while off-

line.  When a network connection is available, Access 2007 can reconnect to 

SharePoint and apply the queued updates.  Access 2007 can serve as the 

foundation for SharePoint/Access 2007 solutions that are fully functional even 

while off-line. 

 

Ability to Support Process Automation and Off-line Goals 

Access 2007 provides an important new tool to support a mobile workforce that is often 

off-line.   Access is not new, but Access 2007ôs ability to update SharePoint lists and 

function while disconnected from the network changes the nature of this product.  It 

should now be viewed as an ideal desktop client for MOSS 2007 where off-line 

capabilities are needed. 

 

Access has always offered quick, cost-effective solutions to business problems. 

SharePoint 2007 provides an enterprise class, scalable and secure collaboration platform.    

MOSS 2007 and Access 2007 together will give your organization a business process 

automation platform that offers the best of both worlds; rapid and easy development with 

Access and enterprise centralization with SharePoint. 

  

Examples 

Several examples of Access 2007 and SharePoint working together are provided below: 

¶ Figure 1* Screenshot of the wizard that moves Access 2007 to SharePoint 

¶ Figure 2* Contacts and Issues linked tables  

¶ Figure 3* Contacts and Issues SharePoint Lists 

¶ Figure 4* Issues can be created in SharePoint or Access 2007 

¶ Figure 5 Taking an Access 2007/SharePoint solution off-line 

¶ Figure 6 Reconnecting Access 2007 to SharePoint and Synchronizing 

 

*Figures 1, 2, 3, and 4 were provided by Microsoftôs white paper, M ICROSOFT® OFFICE 

PROGRAMS AND SHAREPOINT ® PRODUCTS AND TECHNOLOGIES I NTEGRATION ï FAIR , 

GOOD, BETTER , BEST referenced in Appendix A. 

 

 



BPFAST LLC. White Paper  Access 2007 and Windows SharePoint Services 3.0 Integration 

4 

 
Figure 1 - Move an Access 2007 Application to SharePoint 

 
 
Figure 2 - SharePoint Lists as Linked Tables in Access 2007 
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Figure 3 - Contacts and Issues Lists are Linked to Access 2007 

 
 
Figure 4 - Data Can be Edited in SharePoint (below) or Access 2007 
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Figure 5 - SharePoint/Access 2007 Solution Working Off-line 

 

 

 

    

 
 

 

 
Figure 6 - SharePoint/Access 2007 Solution Back Online 
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Appendix A. References 
 
M ICROSOFT® OFFICE PROGRAMS AND SHAREPOINT ® PRODUCTS AND TECHNOLOGIES 

I NTEGRATION ï FAIR , GOOD, BETTER , BEST 
LINK: 
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=e0d05a69-f67b-4d37-961e-2db3c4065cb9&DisplayLang=en   

 

 

2007 OFFICE SYSTEM DOCUMENT :  THE M ICROSOFT OFFICE FLUENT USER 

I NTERFACE :  I NFORMATION WORKER PERCEPTION OF PRODUCTIVITY , TRAINING , 

AND SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS  
LINK: 
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?familyid=6C2ABB54-1351-4140-89DD-7AB529854F6C&displaylang=en   

 

 

2007 OFFICE SYSTEM DOCUMENT :  THE M ICROSOFT OFFICE FLUENT USER 

I NTERFACE :  IT  DECISION -M AKER PERCEPTION OF PRODUCTIVITY , TRAINING , AND 

SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS  
LINK: 
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=5A51C755-2F05-4DE0-B728-EEF4B7E76A14&displaylang=en 

 
 

2007 OFFICE SYSTEM PRODUCT WEB SITE  
LINK: 
http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/products/default.aspx   

  

http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=e0d05a69-f67b-4d37-961e-2db3c4065cb9&DisplayLang=en
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?familyid=6C2ABB54-1351-4140-89DD-7AB529854F6C&displaylang=en
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=5A51C755-2F05-4DE0-B728-EEF4B7E76A14&displaylang=en
http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/products/default.aspx
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Appendix B: About the Author 
 

 
 

Cliff Burton offers twenty years of Information Technology experience working with 

teams in project driven environments. Mr. Burton has been an architect for SharePoint 

solutions and implementations since 2004. Mr. Burtonôs current focus is providing 

business process automation solutions based on the Microsoft Office 2007 and 

SharePoint platform. He has created a company, BPFAST LLC, dedicated to rapidly 

delivering low-cost custom business solutions with Office 2007 and SharePoint. Mr. 

Burton is actively involved in providing services, managing, and developing people for 

BPFAST LLC.  Cliff Burton recognized very early during Microsoft's beta software program 

that Office 2007 combined with SharePoint represents a powerful new tool set capable of 

rapidly creating cost effective business process automation solutions. 

 

For more information, please visit the BPFAST LLC website at www.bpfast.com 
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